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Lawmen Aided 

By John P. MacKenzie • 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


Rejecting claims by cit- 
izens that their privacy 
was invaded or that they 
were compelled to incri- 
minate themselves, the 
Supreme Court strength- 
ened the hand of law en- 
forcement officers in ma- 
jor decisions yesterday. 

In three cases, the court: 

• Ruled, 7 to 2, that indi- 
viduals have no right to 

v»e_ont£i*t .-.government sub- 
poenas of their bank records 
because the records belong 
to the bank and customers 
have “no legitimate expecta- 
tion of privacy” in bank 
transactions. 

• Held, 7 to 1, that crimi- 
nal investigators for the In- 
ternal Revenue Service are 
not required to advise tax- 
payers before questioning 
them of their rights to be si- 
lent and to have a lawyer. 


• Decided, 8 to 0, that tar- 
gets of federal criminal in- 
vestigations cannot escape 
subpoenas for their finan- 
cial records by turning them 
over to their lawyers. 

The decision in the bank 
subpoena case, in addition 
to making clear that custom- 
ers are not entitled to pri- 
vacy in their dealings, said 
neither banks nor federal 
agents are required to in- 
form customers when rec- 
ords of their transactions 
have been _seized or in- 
spected. 

Failure to notify the cus- 
tomer is “a neglect' without 
legal consequences,” Justice 
Lewis F. Powell Jr. said for 
the court, “however unat- 
tractive it may be.” 

The decision reinstated 
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the conviction of Mitchell 
Miller of Macon, Ga., for op- 
erating an illegal whisky 
still and other offenses. Evi- 
dence seized from Miller’s 
bank accounts had been or- 
dered suppressed by the 
Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

Powell said checks, de- > 
posit slips and other rec- 
ords, which banks must re- 
tain under the 1970 Bank Se- . 

See COURT, A15, Col. 1 


COURT, From Al' 

crecj^K!' fcVe no| ponfiden- 
tial communications but’ ne- 
i^g;.|itstruments •/ to " be ‘ 

„ vv. n T 'lr\nvipn a . 


^on^ei'cijj- transac- 
tions” 

Those documents “contain 
only Information voluntarily 
conveyed to the banks and j 
exposed to their employees 
in the ordinary course of 
^smessrToWell said. “The . 

•; depositor. takes the risk, in j 
Revealing, his affaia’s to an- 
other, that the information 
Conveyed , by that 
the government,” 
#|^jeparate dissents were 4 
ffijeti by Justices William J. 
•Brennan Jr. -and Thurgood 
!^feshall; who renewed their 
^&mehVffom dissents in a 
il£p4i.case that the Bank Se* 
p^y Acttitself Was uncon- 
CsUftitionai; They, argued that ; 
- Constitution requires 
feHtsv/fc obtain warrants 
’ si oh probable’ cause be- 
t Seizing bank records. v 
tq' the case involving 
Xiirarida warnings-’ for sus- 
£ted tax A evaders, the 
qr t disapproved a line of 
lent decisions by the Sev- 
tb U.S| ; Circuit "Court of 
pals, one of which was 
jlten by- Justice John 'Paul 


jgrc^ens when he sat on that 

‘ jAiistbacl,' the high court, in 
J^Ubpinion by Chief Justice 
g^rreri E. Burger, affirmed 
^ judgment of .the U.S; 
Sfert of Appeals for the 
Strict of Columbia and an 
pbiion vits .chief j udge, 
lyld L» Bazelon| , ' ;; i; 
^pa^eldh- held \iast year 
gftv^He principle of . the 
J5§ Miranda vs. Arizona de- 
Sion-, requiring police to 
frn y suspects of their 
htS- did not carry over 
^.0 the ‘tax ;• investigation'- 

police: are rquired to give 
eWa^ingii because of the 
f^eridye. Atmosphere of sta- 
fetfern house interrogation, Ba- 
pbloh art'd'Burger agreed. In 
fephtr^sfc, ytkx interrogation, 
Sr fa^p'niiajh'd Burger, agreed, 
fin 'contrast, tax' interviews * 
j! are usually conducted in tht 
’ ^ta^.ayer’sjhome where the 
taxpayer has a free^ choice 
cutting off. question 1 : 

:0s ■ y- 

i|;Steyehs had held "the 

practical effect” of a visit by 
^he IKS , is 'just as coercive 
-qira -Suspected tax' evader as 
a police grilling at head- 

. garters. ' . 

.JfOver Brennan’s lone dis- 
§|nt, the decision sustained , 

. -tax evasion conviqtidn of Al- 
yin. A. Beckwith Jr. of Wash- 
ington, D.C., who was sen- 
priced to five years in 

prison and a $10,000 fine. 

^.In the third case, 'the court 
^closed off another avenue of 
escape . for indviduals who 
Hry to keep their financial 
records out of the hands of 
Avenue agents, 
justice Byron- R.. White said 
^business records could not 
Jbe immunized from investiga- 
tion by turning them over to 
[a lawyer. Brennan and Mar- 
jfspil i coricurred but , said 
idlie$«feared. the court would 
* soon rule; thatprsonal re c- 
iortfs/coiil^d alsb be seized. 



